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We, title Beaver Tribe, assart oar freedom as a sovereign people in a historical 
relationship with the United State of America in creating this Tribal Constitution. We 
adopt this Constitution to aodse the Tribe’s inherent sovereign authority and powers to 
promote the well-being and unity of this and succeeding generations, to affirm onr fiuA 
in onr fundamental Native rights and traditions, and to promote our social, cultural, 
educational, economic, and political progress. We adopt this Cons ti t u tion under the 
inherent sovereign authority of our Tribe. 


ARTICLE 1 - NAME 


The name of this organization shall be the Beaver Tribe. 


ARTICLE 2 - TERRITORY 


The territorial jurisdiction of the Beaver Tribe shall «*tend to all lands and waters 
constituting the Indian country of the Beaver Tribe as defined by federal and tribal law. 
To the estent not inconsistent with federal law, such lands and waters AaB include, but 
not limited to, aS lands and waters owned by the Tribe, and, to all hn«fc and waters 


customarily and traditionally governed by the Beaver people, inchidiog lands withdrawn 
for selection by the Kwitichin Native Corporation for the Native Village of Beaver under 
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 43 U.S.C. 1601 g. seq.. and all lands 



■( ( 

withdrawn for the federal townsite of Beaver as described m TJS. Survey 4895 and all fee 
lands and Native allotments within the traditional lands of Beaver* regardless of the 
issuance of any patent or mzrestncted fee title to any such lands* 


ARTICLE 3 


lariiaarasii 


Snetion 1. Hasp M^m herehip RoBL The base membership of the Beaver Tribe shall 
consist of all Alaska Natives whose names appear on the base m emb ership roO ado pted by 
the Beaver Tribal Council at the passage of this Constitution, provided that the Council 
may correct the base membexship roll within two years following the adoption of this 

|| «itinn. 

Section 2. of Manhw. lineal descendants of members on the base 

membership roll who are Alaska Native are eligible to be members of the Beaver Tribe 
subject to the provisions of this C onsti t u tion ami to ordinances gn acf v d p>r a a n f to 
Constitution. 

Scdaffl 3a Adoption of MwnKwe. The Tribal Council shall have the option to adopt 

Alaska Natives who are not descendants of mashers fisted on the base roil, under the 

provisions of an enrollment ordinance ad op ted in accordance with the provisions of this 

Article. r 

% 

Seqtiflp 4. Dual fWnrnH. Dual enrollment is permitted. However* Beaver tribal 
members who are also enrolled with another tribe «fe>Ti not receive dhtiftwrimy of *wt»i 
assets. 


.Section A. and Fnrotlmpnt fhvfinawpc. The Tribal Cotmtil diaH have the 

power to enact ordinances and resolutions, not inconsistent with this 
prescribing rales and regulations governing membership, inclndiug application and 


( 
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appeal procedures, maintenance of membership roll, loss of membership, rdinquMusent 
of membership, and adoption of members. 


ARTICLE 4 - GOVERNING BODY 


Section 1. Name. The governing body of the Beaver Trfi>e shall be the Beaver Tr&al 
Council, also referred to as the CouncH or Tribal Conndi in this Constitution. Hie 
Council shall re pres e nt the Tribe and shall exercise the powers of the Tribe c ited in this 
Constitution, exceptingthose powers expres sl y reserv e d for the tribal membership by this 
constitution or by tribal ordinance. 


Section 1 Composition. The Beaver Tribal Council shaB consist of seven (7) members, 
who shall be elected by a majority vote of the qualified tribal voters casting their ballots 
in such an election. All seven Council members shall be entitled to vote except on matters 
involving a conflict of interest. 


Section 3. Omnium- Four (4) Tribal Council members shall constitute a quorum for die 
tr ansact ion of b u si ne ss at arty meeting of the Tribal Council, imip« a larger wnwhfl p is 
specifically required by this Constitution or by tribal ordinance. 

Section 4. Officers. The Council shall include a First Chief, Second Chief and a 
Secretary/Treasurer as officers. Officers shall be determined annually by the tribal 
membership. 


Section 5. Qualifications for Tribal Cormril. Tribal members who are 18 years of age or 
older and currently resides in Bearer are efig&fe to hold a position mi the Tribal Council. 


— Items., flf .Office. Tribal Council members shall hold two (2) year terms, 
provided that shorter terms may be used to begin or restore the sfe»f»|»ww»g of terms. 
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Section 7. Qwffirt rf Tnfarast. No Council member shall rote on any matter, mchnirng 
but not limited to, employment contracts*- project fending, project allocations, and 
appointments to tribal committees in which he or she has a personal i nterest. A personal 
interest includes involvement of his or her spouse, parents, children, or siblings. Council 
members present when snch an issue is decided shall reveal such conflict of interests prior 
to any vote. . 

ARTICLE 5 - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 


Section 1. Assumi ng Duties. Newly elected officers shall assume their respective office 
and duties immediately upon being elected. 


Section 2. first Chief. The East Chief shall preside over meetings of fee Council and of 
fee Tribe. The First Chief shall provide general supervision for fee affairs of fee Tribal 
Council. The First Chief shall sign, wife another Council member designated by a 
quorum of fee Council, all contracts, leases, or other documents approved by a quorum 
of the Council. When fee Council is not in session, he or fee be fee officia l 
representative of fee Tribe. 


Section 3J 


Second Chief. The Second Chi ef shall assist fee First Chief when called upon 


to do so. In absence of fee First Chief, the duties of fee Second Chief shall be fee 
as those of fee First Chief. 


Section 4t 


Seeretarv/Tre asu rer . The Secretary/Treasurer shall take or delegate the 


taking of minutes at all meeting s and elections. The Secretary/Treasurer shall issue or 
delegate the duty of issuing notice of all meetings and elections. The Secretary/Treasurer 
shall carry out fee fraanrial directives of fee Council, receive all tribal moneys, and keep 
accurate account of the receipts and disbursements, except when these duties are 


Page 4 of 16 



/ 


( 

otherwise delegated by the Council. The Secretary/Treasnrer shall give a financial report 
as requested by the Council. Upon vacating his or her office, theSecretary/Treasurer 
chan turn over all the records and documents in his or her possession to his or her 
successor or to the Council. 


ARTICLE 6 - MEETINGS 


Section 1. H iH»niar Meetings of the Tribal CnnnriL Regular meeti ng s ot die Council 
chan be held monthly, the time, place, and date to be designated by tike Council. Notice 
of the injuring *! di al! be posted prior to meetings in public places in Bearer. All regular 
meetings shall be open to the tribal membership. 


fartinn 2- Spmai MwHnwL A quorum uf the Conadl or the Chief may call a special 
moving upon giving at least a twenty-four (241 hour notice to tribal umbos, posted in 
public places in Beaver. 


Section 3. Bmwgenr y Meatinyg. The Council may meet for an emergency meeting 
without notice when emergency circumstances warrant such a meeting. 

FvBwtH rftSesdon. Ihe Tribal Council may move to meet in a closed executive 
session during regular, special, or emergency meetings of the Tribal Council when the 
subject concerns child welfare, personnel, litigation, tribal enrollment, and other 

matters made confidential by tribal ordinance. 


SertiimA. Trjfrgl TVfPwiharcIwn 


A. Tribal membership meetings may be called by the first Chief or by a quorum of 
the Tribal Council members. 
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B. A tribal membership meeting may also be held by assembling a quorum of 30% of 

the tribal members 18 years of age or older, and reading in Beaver. 

| 

C. Notice for any tribal membership meeting shall be posted in public places in 



ARTICLE 7 - REMOVAL, RECALL, FORFEITURE, VACANCIES 

Section 1. Removal- Tribal Council members found gnilty by the Tribal Council of 
neglect of duty, gross misconduct in office, or an offense involving dishonesty may be 
removed from office by the Tribal Council. Five (5) Tribal Council members must vote 
in favor of the removal. A Council member subject to removal shall first be given ten 
(10) days Inotice in writing of the charges against him or her, and be given an opportunity 
to answer such charges before the Tribal Council. If the person subject to removal fails 
to appear before the Council, the Council shall proceed with the vote as scheduled. No 
member of the Tribal Council shall preside over the meeting at which his or her removal 
is being considered. All questions of removal under this Section shall be resolved by the 
Tribal Conned, and the decision of the Tribal Council shall be final. 

Section 2. ~Reeall. Ally member(s) of the Tribal Council may be recalled by the qualified 
tribal voters through a petition and election process. A valid petition requesting a recall 
signed by at least thirty percent (30%) of the qualified tribal voters, shall be presented to 
the Tribal Council. The Trial Council shall call a special election to consider the recall 
of the named Tribal Council member(js) within thirty (30) days upon receiving die 
petition, in accordance with Article 8, Section 4. FT the majority of the tribal voters vote 
in favor of the recall, the official shall be removed. No official may be subjected to recall 
proceedings more than once in the course of his or her term. If the Council fads to call a 
special election to consider the recall, the tribal membership may hold a tribal 
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membership to conduct the recall election ac co rdi ng to the provisions of Article 

f>, Section 5. 

Section 3. Forfeitnre. Members of the Tribal Conrad! who submit a written resignation 
or are qmvicted of a felony of moral turpitude while in office, or are absent from three 
consecutive monthly Council maftHngg without being excused by the Conned shall 
automatically forfeit his or her office. 

Section 4. Varanws. Any vacancy in the Tribal Council inctndfag officer positions, 
A«n be filled by app oin t me nt by the Tribal Council, or is lacking a quorum then by an 
election of the qualified tribal voters. A Tribal Council member appointed to £31 a 
vacancy shah serve for the unexpired portion of the term of his or her predecessor. 


ARTICLE 8 - ELECTIONS 


Section 1. 


Tribal Voter Onafifi -atiMK- Enrolled tribal members of the Beaver Tribe 


eighteen (18) years of age or older and residing in Beaver shall be qualified to vote. 


Section 2. General finiifeHiwa fni» retor tions. AH elections shall be conducted by secret 
ballot. The outcome of an ejection AaB be determined by majority vote of the qualified 
tribal voters casting their ballots during the ejection, unless otherwise specified by this 
Constitution or by tribal ordinance. 

Section 3. Tribal Council Elections. Elections for Tribal Council positions shall be held 
in Beaver. The Tribal Council shall set the date and shall give at least two (2) weeks 
notice of such elections. Notice shall be posted in public places m Beaver prior to such 
elections. 


Section 4. Sneria? Ey H^ng. The Coonc3 may, by nsoiotini, call a special election for 
purpose of deciding a referendum, initiative, or recall, upon giving at least two (2) weeks 
notice to tribal members. Notice shall be posted in public places in Beaver prior to such 
elections. 

fifrtfaMi g. Bferfinn O r dinance . An election ordinance consistent with Ibis Constitution, 
which shall set forth the procedures to be followed in conducting e arb of the various 
types of elections called for in this Constitution, may be adopted by the Council. 


ARTICLE 9 - POWERS OF THE BEAVER TRIBE 

» 

Section 1. General Powers. Except as specifically limited by this Constitution, tbe 
powers of the Tribe shall be exercised by tbe Council* The powers shall include all the 
inherent powers of a federally recognized tribe, which do not violate federal law, 
including but not limited to those specified in this Article. 

Section 2. Internal Procedures. Consistent with fills C on s ti tu tio n, the Council may enact 
ordinances to govern its internal procedures and organization and to farther define the 
duties of tribal officers. 

Section 3. Tribal Council Powers, in addition to all powers vested in the Tribe or Tribal 
Council by existing law and this Constftution, the Tribe adSatg through the Council, Anil 
have the fallowing powers: 

a. To consult, negotiate, contract, or conclude agreements with federal, state, local, 
and tribal governments on activities which may affect the Beaver Tribe. 
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b. To pronurte and protect the peace, health; education, and general welfare of the 
members of the Tribe, and to administer services that contribute to the social and 
economic development of the Tribe and hs members. 

c. To levy and collect taxes, fees, and asse ssment s for tribal p ur pose s. 

d. To charter enterprises, corporations, and associations for the benefit of the Tribe. 

e. To encourage, guard, ami foster traditional cultural practices of the Beaver Tribe, 
including the arts, crafts, religion, language, and customs of the Beaver people. 

f. To prevent the sale, disposition, feme, or encumbrance of tribal lands, interests in 
lands, or other tribal assets without the consent of the Beaver Tribe. 

g. Except as limited by Article 10 of this Constitution, to manage, sell, lease, 
exchange, acquire, or otherwise deal with tribal or other property. 

h. To acquire property and accept gifts. 

i- To administer tribal assets including founds and to manage all economic affairs and 

enterprises of the Tribe. 

j. To engage in tribal economic development enterprises for the benefit of tribal 
members. 

k. To provide for the maintenance of law and order and the administration of 
justice, including the establishment of appropriate tribal courts and other judicial 
bodies. 

l. To enact ordinances c ons is tent with this Co ns titut i on for tee conduct and 
administration of all tribal functions* 
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m. To regulate inheritance among members whether by intestacy or otherwise* 

n. To administer any finds within the control of the Tribe. 

o. To regulate child custody and other domestic relations among members. 

* 

p. To protect and preserve the wildlife and natural resources within the area under 
the jurisdiction of the Tribe, or within the area winch its members rely upon fox- 
subsistence. 

q. To regulate and control the use of natural resources within those areas under the 

* 

jurisdiction of the Tribe, or which otherwise affect the health, safety, or economic 
wefl-bemg of the Tribe. 

r. To employ legal counsel, die choke of counsel, and the fixing of fees to be subject 
to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, or his authorized representative, 
so long as It is required by federal law. 

s. To join and/m- charter housing authorities. 

t- To protect members’ rights In personal property. 

u. To zone, exercise the power of eminent domain, and otherwise regulate all land 
use within those areas under the jurisdiction of the Tribe. 

v. To enact ordinances, procedures, and regulations necessary to give effect to any 
provisions of this Constitution, and to exercise any power not prohibited by 
federal law. 
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fiorrtnn 4 . OmhriftiK:. Any rights and powers vested in the Beaver Tribe but net 
expressly referred to in this Constitution, shaH not be lost by reason of their (mission, 
but may be exercised by the Council unless expressly prohibited by this Constitution. 


ARTICLE 10 -POWERS RESERVED TO MEMBERSHIP 


Section 1. Tribal I jmrfy. Hie fdkmiag powers are specifically reserved to the qualified 
tribal voters of the Beaver Tribe actuq; through a tribal memberdup meeting or a 
properly called elec ti on : 

(a) No lands or interests in lands owned by the Tribe may be sold, 
leased, encumbered, or disposed of without the favorable vote of at 
least the majority of the qualified tribal voters, provided that a vote 
of the tribal membership is not required to establish a tribal land 
assignment program. 

(b) Nothing in this Article shall prohibit the Tribal Council from 
establishing and administering a tribal land assignment program as 
established by ordinance. 


ARTICLE 11 - POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT 

1 . Initi ative . The qualified tribal voters of da Tribe shall have the right to 
and repeal ordinances and resolutions not inconsistent with this Constitution 
a valid petition signed by at least thirty percent C30%) of the qualified tribal 
The petitions shall be submitted to the Tribal Council. The Council AaB call an 
no later than thirty (30) days after receipt of the petition. JDf the Council fails to 
act on the petition, the ordinance, or r eso lutio n may be brought before a tribal 
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memb ership meeting. An affirmative vote by a majority of qualified tribal voters, at a 
tribal membership ta&jaag, where a quorum has been est ab lis h ed, shall be required to 
adopt or repeal such ordinances or resolutions. 

3 . a»fawrimn. The Council by an affirmative vote of at least four (4) of its 
m«nW c may refer issues to the tribal membership In a tribal election. Such an election 
Aaw be coming**** within thirty (30) days of such Council decis io n. An affirmative vote 
by a majority of the qualified tribal voters at the tribal membership me e ti ng where a 
quorum is established d«il be required to determine the Tribe’s position on the issue 
caihmfttod to a vote, or, a poll with poor notification may be held. 

.Whmt. Initiative and ttrf»i-Rn«hnn Derisions. The decision of tiie tribal voters in both 

9 

Initiative ■=»»<* referendum elections shall be binding on the Council and the Tribe, and 
shaft remain in full force imfil amended or rescinded by subsequent action of the tribal 
voters, or expires by its own terms. 


ARTICLE 12 - RIGHTS OF ft 




as 


Rp<*Hnn 1 _ Access tn Tribal Records. Tribal members shall have the right to review all 
tribal records, frwhnfing ftmmrial records, at any reasonable time, in accordance with 
procedures established by the Tribal Council except in child welfare cases, tribal 
ffl rnllniHit, Ktigatiftn, pasumd, and other issues made confidential by tribal ordinances. 

2. Onen Trihftl Cnnwrfl Meetings. Tribal members have the right to be present 
at all Council meetings, except «*wrfag executive session of the CounriL 

s«»tfw» 3. Indian rtvfl Ufotity. The tribal government shall provide to all persons within 
its jurisdiction the rights guaranteed by the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968, as amended. 
In summary, the tribal government shall; 
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CL) Not pro hi bit the free exercise of speech, press, religion, or rights of 
the people to assemble peacefagy~or £3e grievances against the tribal 
government. 

(2) Not allow unreasonable search and seizure or issue search warrants 
* without probable cause. 

(3) Not try anyone for the same offense twice. 

(4) Not make any person testify against himself in a criminal matter. 

(5) Not take private property for public use without paying the owner 
the fair market value. 

(6) Not deny a person the right to a speedy public trial. A speedy 
public trial is generally assumed to be a trial w i t hin ninety (90S) days 
or less. The accused person must be informed of the nature of the 
crime he is accused of, told about the witnesses against him, be 
allowed to have witnesses testify in his favor, and be allowed a 
lawyer at his own expense. 

(7) Not impose excessive bah or fines, nor impose cruel or wmsual 
punishments. Tribal courts cannot impose a penalty greater than 
$5,000 or one (I) year in jail, or both for an offense. 

(8) Give all persons equal protection under .tribal laws. 

(0) Not pronounce anyone guSty of a crime or civil violation without a 
fair trial. The tribal government shafl not pass an ordinance or 
change penalties, after an incident (Ex Post Facto). 
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(10) Provide anyone accused of an offense punishable by jafl time, the 
right to a trial by jury of no less than six (6) persons. 


ARTICLE 13 - SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY OF THE BEAVER TRIBE 

Nothing in this Constitution shall be deemed or construed to be a waiver of the sovereign 
immunit y of the Beaver Trfce, which may only be waived by express resolution of the 
Bearer Tribal Council after receiving an affirmative vote of the nugarfty of the qualified 
tribal voters, and only to the extent specified in such resolution and permitted by this 
Constitution and federal law, provided: However, the Tribal Council «fa«n have the 
authority to waive the sovereign ftmwwiwty of the Beaver Tribe solely for the jwi yrees ®f 
satisfying the c onditio ns or requirements of federal or rfafy gra n t s or w w tyjyt s , Waivers 
of sovereign immunity shall not be general, bat must be specific and limited to dnrafinn, 
grantee, tra ns acti on , property, or funds of the Tribe subject to the waiver, as well as 
specific to the court having jnrfidicfion amd applicable law. 

A waiver f sovereign n mouoHv of the Tribe shall not be deemed a general cnwamt «r thp 
levy of any jud gment , fiat, or attachmen t npon property of the Tribe, other Qua* 
property specifically pledged, a ssigned , or otherwise explicitly subject to levy in the 
waiver resolution. 


ARTICLE 14 - AMENDMENTS 

Ibis Constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified tribal voters of the 
Beaver Tribe voting in an election, provided that at least thirty percent (30%) of those 
e nti tl ed to vote, shall vote in such an election. 



ARTICLE 15 - SAVINGS AND SEVERABILITY 

Section i. Saving . Unless inranststent with this Constitution, nil tribal h&slation 
enacted prior to the adoption of tins Constitution dwH ronain in effect* 

7 SeverabiEty* If any provision of this Constitution shall, in the figure, be 
declared invalid by a court of competent ji wkHirrtwt, tite invalid provision Ann be 
severed and the reanammff provisions shall contmne in ftiB foir-e ami pffwf 


ADOPTION 

This C ouslttuli on, when adopted by a majority vote of the qualified tribal voters of the 
Beaver Tribe, voting in an election, in which at least thirty percent (30%) of those 
entit le d to vote <fid vote, shall be effective. 
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CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION RESULTS 

Hue Constitution was qihmSttoH to the qualified tribal voters of the Beaver Tribe on 
April 20, 1995, and was duly adopted rejected in an election, in which at least thirty 
percent (3056) of the qualified tribal voters entitled to vote cast their ballots. The final 
election results show for and (jk against wftfa C$ ballots found spoiled 

or mutilated in the election. 
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